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September 10, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

The Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) recently provided school districts with updated
guidance that clarifies some information regarding masking and physical distancing in certain
situations.

● At meals, students may remove their mask as long as they sit 6 feet apart to the extent possible,
but no less than three feet. We will maintain seating charts for meals. Contact tracing will be
conducted at six feet of distance, per ECDOH.

● For indoor sports, the ECDOH requires players, coaches, staff and spectators to wear a mask at
all times, including during practice and play. For indoor sports and extracurricular activities in
which masking is not possible (e.g., swimming), a minimum distance of 6 feet must be
maintained.

● For outdoor sports, the ECDOH requires players, coaches, and staff to mask at all times when
not actively playing (i.e. sitting on the bench or sidelines). Players may remove their masks
during game play if they are unable to physically tolerate masking. Athletes and coaches who
are not engaging in physical activity (i.e. sitting on the bench or sidelines) should maintain a
distance of at least 6 feet. For outdoor spectators, masks are strongly recommended as well as
maintaining physical distance where possible.

While we are conducting temperature checks upon arrival at school, we ask that you continue to check
your child daily for any COVID-19 symptoms. Please keep your child home if they are ill.

Just a reminder that we will continue to use the COVID-19 Case Dashboard to share information about
positive cases in the district.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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